HUDL-Public Forum Debate Case Outline

Overview of This Document
This document is meant to give debaters an idea on how to construct their Public Forum cases. Please keep in mind that this is just a tool and that there are a wide range of opinions regarding how to construct cases. 
Recommended Guidelines
· The only speeches you can write beforehand are the 1st speeches. 

· Your case should be written in a speech a flexible way since if your team is going second, you will need to respond to the first team’s speech. This means you should be prepared to shorten your case on the spot if you need to.
· Later speeches will be written as the debate is taking place to provide for the best clash and to respond directly to what the other team is saying. This doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t prepare for likely arguments the other team will use.

Pro or Con Case Template
4 minute speech

Introduction: You should begin your speech with an attention getter that sets the tone for the debate. This can be an interesting quote, a fact, or a mini-story. You can also come up with a slogan to use here. Using the same slogan during each speech can be very effective and help tie all your speeches together.
It is for this reason that my partner and I must uphold the (Pro/Con) side in this debate on the following resolution. _______________________________________________________________________.

Define the topic and provide framework: Define any concepts or terms needing clarification from the resolution. If you decide to provide definitions, please cite them by telling the judge where they came from. Debaters may also want to use this time to frame the debate and describe how the debate should be evaluated.  
To clarify this debate round, we offer the following definitions.

1.

2.

3.

Roadmap: Use this section to preview your main contentions (arguments). This will give the judge an overview of your arguments and help organize your speech.

The 3 main contentions we offer for this debate are:

1. 

2. 

3. 

Contention One: TYPE CONTENTION NAME HERE  

Claim: You can think of this like a tagline. It should be a full thought, not just a single word. 
Warrant: Logical reasoning that explains why your assertion is true. Effective persuasion requires credible, unbiased, quality supporting evidence, which may include a mix of facts, statistics, expert quotations, studies, polls; but it may also be real-life examples, anecdotes, analogies, and personal experience. The goal of your evidence should be to link your reasoning back to reality.

Impact: Answers the question why your argument matters. Talk about the positive or negative consequences of your argument.

Contention Two: TYPE CONTENTION NAME HERE  

Claim: You can think of this like a tagline. It should be a full thought, not just a single word. 
Warrant: Logical reasoning that explains why your assertion is true. Effective persuasion requires credible, unbiased, quality supporting evidence, which may include a mix of facts, statistics, expert quotations, studies, polls; but it may also be real-life examples, anecdotes, analogies, and personal experience. The goal of your evidence should be to link your reasoning back to reality.

Impact: Answers the question why your argument matters. Talk about the positive or negative consequences of your argument. 
Contention Three: TYPE CONTENTION NAME HERE  

Claim: You can think of this like a tagline. It should be a full thought, not just a single word. 
Warrant: Logical reasoning that explains why your assertion is true. Effective persuasion requires credible, unbiased, quality supporting evidence, which may include a mix of facts, statistics, expert quotations, studies, polls; but it may also be real-life examples, anecdotes, analogies, and personal experience. The goal of your evidence should be to link your reasoning back to reality.

Impact: Answers the question why your argument matters. Talk about the positive or negative consequences of your argument. 
Conclusion: Briefly summarize your contentions and what you said in your introduction. Use your attention getter again to show consistency through your speech. 
